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Education

1996

 
Cornell University, Ph.D. in Linguistics (Minor in Cognitive Studies)

1994


University of Geneva, Diplôme d’Études Supérieures in Linguistics

1993


Cornell University, M.A. in Linguistics 

1990 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Bachelor of Science in Chemistry





(Concentration in Linguistics)

Dissertation

“Knowledge of the syntax of operators in the initial state: A cross-linguistic





study of French and English.”

Areas of

First language acquisition of syntax

Specialization 

Phrase structure and clause structure in English and French




Universals and cross-linguistic variation in developmental patterns, first and second





language acquisition

Teaching and Research Experience

2005-present

Visiting Faculty, Department of Slavic and Eastern Languages, Boston College 

2005-2006

Senior Research Scientist, American Institutes for Research 

2002-2004

Visiting Scientist, MIT, Department of Linguistics and Philosophy

1996-2002

Assistant Professor of English, Morehead State University, Department of 





English, Foreign Languages and Philosophy 




Tenure approved by the Board of Regents, March 9, 2002

1997


Instructor, Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute




Methods for the Empirical Study of Language Acquisition

1992-1996

Teaching Assistant, Cornell University, Department of Modern Languages 





and Linguistics

Distance Education Courses Taught

1999


Writing I, Morehead State University




Structure of English, Morehead State University
New Courses Developed

1999


Sections of Writing II paired with Introduction to Philosophy and Social 





Ethics (reading and writing assignments linked across courses)




New sections proposed, approved and taught, Morehead State University

1997


Language: Culture and Mind (coauthor, Dr. Terry Irons)




New course proposed, approved and taught, Morehead State University

1996


Freshman writing seminar, Language, Thought and Reality: Testing 





the Language Instinct




New section proposed, approved and taught, Cornell University

Honors and Awards

1993


Belgian-American Educational Foundation Fellow

1991-1995

Olin Fellow, Cornell University

1990-1991

Sage Fellow, Cornell University

Selected Recent Publications 
2008


Flynn, S., Foley, C., & Vinnitskaya, I. Complementizer phrase (CP) features in child L1 and adult L3 acquisition. In Liceras, J., Zobl, H., and Goodluck, H., eds., The Role of Formal Features in Second Language Acquisition. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, 514-33.
2004


Flynn, S., & Foley, C. On the developmental primacy of free relatives. MIT Working Papers in Linguistics 48: 59-69.
2004


Lust, B. & Foley, C., eds. First Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing.

2004


Flynn, S., Foley, C., & Vinnitskaya, I. The cumulative enhancement model in third language acquisition of English. International Journal of Multilingualism 1(1) (in press).

2003


Foley, C., Núñez del Prado, Z., Barbier, I., & Lust, B. Knowledge of variable binding in VP-ellipsis: Language acquisition research and theory converge. Syntax 6(1): 52-83.

2000


Foley, C., Lust, B., Battin, D., Koehne, A., & White, K. On the acquisition of an indefinite determiner: Evidence for unselective binding. In S. C. Howell, S. A. Fish & T. Keith-Lucas (Eds.), Proceedings of the 24th annual Boston University conference on language development, Volume 1 (pp. 286-298). Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press.

1999


Lust, B., Flynn, S., Foley, C., & Chien, Y.-C.  How do we know what children know? Problems and advances in establishing scientific methods for the study of language acquisition and linguistic theory. In W. Ritchie & T. Bhatia (Eds.), Handbook of child language acquisition (pp. 427-456). New York: Academic Press.

1998


Foley, C. Knowledge of operator syntax in first language acquisition: A study of pied-piping. In X. Li, L. Lopez & T. Stroik (Eds.), Papers from the 1997 Mid-America Linguistics Conference (pp. 144-55). Columbia, Missouri: Linguistics Area Program, University of Missouri-Columbia.

Selected Recent Conference Presentations

2005


Flynn, S., Foley, C., Gair, J., and Lust, B. Developmental primacy of free relatives in first, second and third language acquisition: Implications for their syntax and semantics. Paper presented at the Linguistic Association of Great Britain Meeting, September 2, 2005.

2004


Dye, C., Foley, C., Blume, M., & Lust, B. The acquisition of verb morphosyntax: Evidence for the grammatical mapping paradigm. Paper presented at the Linguistic Society of America Annual Meeting. Boston, MA: January 10, 2004.

2003


Dye, C., Foley, C., Blume, M., & Lust, B. Syntax first: Mismatches between morphology and syntax in first language acquisition elucidate linguistic theory. Poster presented at the Boston University Conference on Language Development. Boston, MA, October 31, 2003.

2002


Foley, C., & Fugett-Fuller, A. Pied-piping in embedded clauses in the acquisition of English. Poster presented at the 33rd meeting of the North East Linguistic Society. MIT, Cambridge, MA, November 8, 2002.

2001


Foley, C., Chien, Y.-C., Guo, F.-F., & Lust, B. On unifying LF and discourse representations: Evidence from cross-linguistic studies of ellipsis. Paper presented at the NIH-Sponsored Workshop on the Acquisition and Processing of Ellipsis. University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, June 2, 2001.

2001


Vinnitskaya, I., Foley, C., & Flynn, S. Grammatical mapping in the acquisition of a third language. Paper presented at the Linguistic Society of America Annual Meeting. Washington, DC, January 7, 2001. 

1999


Lust, B., Battin, D., Foley, C., Koehne, A., & White, K.  On the acquisition of an indefinite determiner: Evidence for unselective binding.  Paper presented at the Boston University Conference on Language Development. Boston, MA, November 5, 1999.

1998


Foley, C. Feature movement and pied-piping in theory and acquisition. Paper presented at the 1998 Mid-America Linguistics Conference. Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, IL, October 23, 1998.

1998


Somashekar, S., Foley, C., & Gair, J. W. Tulu relative clause acquisition in a cross-linguistic perspective. Paper presented at the Linguistic Society of America Annual Meeting. New York, NY, January 9, 1998.

Selected Professional Service

2007 


Reviewer of book proposal, Blackwell Publishing

2006


Reviewer, Second Language Research

2003-present

Editorial board, Syntax

1999-2001

Reviewer of research grant proposals, National Science Foundation

1999-present

Reviewer, Syntax
1998


Reviewer of linguistics book manuscripts, Oxford University Press and Routledge

